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New Books for New Readers

Discussion Questions

Kentuckians Before Boone

by A. Gwynn Henderson

1. In what year does this story take place?

2. What is another name for “grasslands?”

3. From what are abraders made?  For what were abraders used?

4. What did the villagers use for doors on their houses?

5. In the summer village, one house is much larger than everyone else’s. Who’s house is this and why?

6.
What is a clan?

7.
True or False: Men cannot marry women of their own clan.

8.
What was the main food?

9.
For what were the drying racks used?

10.
What were the 3 main items to trade?

11.
How long did the trading party expedition last?

12.
What did the shell gorgets symbolize?

13.
What did “Masked-Eyes” have which caused his death?

14.
How long does Masked-Eyes’ wife mourn his death?

Glossary of New Words:

Match the following words to their definition.

1. 
 Abrader






8.
 Fletching

2. 
 Archaeological site





9.
 Gorget

3. 
 Archaeologist






10.
 Interpreter

4. 
 Artifact






11.
 Knapping

5. 
 Chert







12.
 Prehistoric

6. 
 Euroamerican






13.
 Socketed

7. 
 Excavation

A. A period of time in the past for which there is no written record

B. The two or three feathers glued or tied onto the end of an arrow shaft

C. A place where Indians once lived

D. an American whose ancestors came from Europe

E. a brittle rock that breaks like glass; also called flint

F. a person who can speak two languages well enough to help people who speak different languages to talk to one another

G. an ornament made from shell that is worn around the neck

H. a rock made from sandstone that is used like sandpaper

I. anything the Indians made or used, as well as the remains of what they ate

J. digging, drawing maps, and taking notes and photographs at a site to get information about the Indians

K. making a stone tool by knocking chips off a chert rock

L. a person who studies archaeological sites, artifacts, and artifact patterns to learn about the Indians’ way of life

M. jammed or wedged into a wooden or antler handle

Discussion Questions

1.
How does this book’s image of life of early Kentucky Indian culture compare with your previous perceptions?

2. 
How do the names of the individuals in this book compare with those common names of most modern people?   How do you think they chose the names?  

3.
Compare the Indian customs associated with death with those we observe today.

4.
Consider the medical practices described in the book.  What do these say about the Indian knowledge of disease?
